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66: . Cafe 7 WiLLian BRERETON, Eſq; late 
Ln Commander r.of His Auge Ship Duke? - = 


HERE is no ſituation fo diſtreſſing to a man of honour, as that of la- 

bouring under unmerited cenſure, and unprovoked perſecution.— But everx 
attempt to wipe away the ſtain of ſuch cenſure, and to counteract the effects of 
ſuch perſecution, will be favourably received by. perſons of liberal and candid 
minds. This is the beſt apology Captain Brereton can offer to the Vublic, for 
troubling them once more with a recital of the hardſhips of his caſey; and for en- 
treating them, that, after having liſtened to his pretenſions, they will countenance 
VV A 
count N 

He muſt , by recalling the attention of his readers to the proceedings * ; 


the Court of quiry, which was ſummoned at his own requeſt, and bold on 


board the Queen, at fea, on the 25th of Auguſt 1978. This court was appointed, 

with an _exprels and limited authority, to into the conduct of Captain 
% Brereton, on the 27th of the preceding July, when the fleet under the cn -- 
« mand of Admiral Keppel were chafing and attacking the French fleet.“ After 


this Court (the legal power of which was confined to — uiry alone) had „ 
ſumed to try B Dome a warrant for that purpoſe to r ſentence upon E | Bo 


although no formal charge had been duly 4 againſt. him as the law re- 
quires and thereupon to diſmiſs him from the command of t the Duke—he demanded 
a copy of the minutes; which, the Preſident, Sir Robert Harland, accordingly 


Promiſed him n e be Con | 


7 Supplement to the N 


doſed ; and the officiating Judge Advocate at the fame time en aged, that ſuch 
eopy ſhould be made with all-convenier r 


And as he was going on ſhore to Falmouth, from the command of the Duke, he 


| wrote to the Earl of Sandwich, to repreſent the violence that had been done to his 


commiſſion, and earneſtly requeſted his lordſhip not to form any opinion upon the 
matter, until he ſhould receive the minutes of — Von r 


It would have been equally idle and indecent for him, to have fuch 1 be 
requeſt, if he had been guilty; for he could have derived no benefit from per- 
ſuading the firſt Lord of the Admiralty to ſuſpend his opinion, unleſs he had been, 


not merely conſcious of innocence, but convinced that the minutes of the Court. 
_ ſhew that he had been injuriouſly accuſed, and condemned in oppoſition tq 
evidence. a 119 Ar. : IH 

In this confidence he waited, until the fleet returned to Portſmouth z- and then 
was unexpectedly refuſed a Topy of the minutes, by the N Judge Advocate. 
He however obtained an authentic copy from the Admiralty, on 13th. No. 


nabled bim to lay bis Caſe before the Public, in January 


vember; which e 


— 


2 thengin connected ſome remarks __ the proceedings of the Court, with 
a narrative of his exertions from the time of his appointment to the command of 


the Duke, in diſpatching her equipment, in haſtening her junction with. the Channel; 


fleet, and in ſtriving to bring her into the heat of the action.— And, . 

He has therein alſo combated, by a general inveſtigation of the evidence, the 
baſe ſuggeſtion, which was impoſed upon the Court, of his having diſqualified: 
himſelf for the duty of managing and fighting his ſhip, by N #3 anker 


* _ This inveſtigation ſeemed neceſſary, becauſe this alledged crime was. made the 
pretext for diſmiſſing him from the command of his ſhip; although the Court de-. 


_ Elared anonimoufly, that he had done all in his power to the great duty of his. 


be 


that, as an innocent man, his "remedy for the injury 


ſtation, and to get into cloſe action. | | 
He did hope, when he laid his Caſe before the Public, almoſt two 'years age 
either that the authority of the Board of Admiralty, or the prerogative of hi 


Sovereign, might have been ſufficient to reſtore Nr to the command of. 
the Duke, upon a conviction of the baſeneſs which had been practiſed againſt: 


him. | 


The late Chief Juſtice of Cheſter, the preſent Attorney and Solicitor General, 


d Mr. Lind, all toncurred in one opinion, That the trial and diſmiſfion was. 


Siegal ri ©-* * | | 
Bur he is adviſed, that after trial and conviction in criminal cafes a 
lies, from any court having competent juriſdiction, to a ſuperiar tribunal that an 


appeal in any caſe ſuppoſes an acknowledged of juriſdiction in the 


I Royal clemency ; 
ch he has ſuſtained, is 
to ſeck a recompence in, datnapes, by bringing actions againſt the members of the 


court from which it is brought; that guilt only is the ſubje 


Court, who affumed a juriſdiction to which they were not entitled, and proceeded - 


to an unfounded decifion ;z—and that no queſtion, relative to the authority under 

which the Court of Enquiry acted, or whether it ftriftly purfued that authoriy, can. 

be Agitated and decided in. any place, except a'court of lar. 9 
His object, however, is not to obtain 'a pecuniary recompence, nor to ſolace- 


bl 


himſelf 


„ 


denden however, with the afitance of ſome other brave mes, foon extinguiſhed the fire, and then - 


ee gente dür. „ 


dime in the tetribution that might be adjudged upon his i conſe- 
quente of verdicts againſt them for damages. he only only: aden be can fol. 8 
to be derived from his being bonourably reinſtated in nt. 
And he truſts, that the e which he before eſted, tO 2 the dannn 
ahd-contradiftions-of evidence, whereby bis enemies attempted to prove that 


ke had been intoxicated, will . e nbd, gry by what he 1 Is unis | 


10 — to them. 


Captain Brereton by the ſudden 

d-accufation, and "of ahe at org of his knowing at 

Tee who moſt fully contradict the charge, or prove the conſpiracy in 
which it had been contrived. Nevertheleſs, it has been ſeen, that, under ſo many 
diſad vuntages, he did prove its falſehood. Some lights have ſince been thrown 
Tara ers. — Wich theſe lights he now preſ@ wap corn, pendent the 


the ion of an 
officer, who has devoted his life to the ſervice of his country, freed from the aſperſions 
of malevolence, and reſcued from the plots of ſecret enemies. Captain 2 
therefore hopes that it will not be imputed to motives of vanity alone, if he takes 
the liberty to give a ſhort account of himſelf, from his firſt introduction into the 
navy, down to the preſent time; and to inform the Public, that he received the 
rudiments of his profeſſional education under that great officer, Admiral Sir George 
Brydges —_— — he ſerved in the Eagle, as Aid du Camp, in the engage- 
ment between the Engliſh and French fleets, in the Bay of Biſcay, on the 14th: 
October 1747; and under whoſe immediate patronage he continued till the year 
2952. After which he made a voyage firſt to the — of Guinea, and then to 
the Weſt Indies, in his Majeſty's ſervice. On his return to England, his 
Sir George Rodney, recommended him to Admiral Watſon ; he ſailed to the 
ä that E MN and ſerved wan un daring, 

wars. | 

At the memorable attack of Chandernagore, in 17575 he was Fifth Lieutenant 
„ an opportunity of Wa | 
wi 


| er de of te proceeding ings of chat Court re Na e a- 
(count e haſte, of che ſurprize Lag 


Public Tribunal. 
|. Perſons of liberal ſentiments will have ſatisfaction in freingy 


. : x4 * - wa 
3 . irt. The 
flaak guns of the South - weſt ſion, | galied the Kent very much, aud che AdmiraPs a Camps: 


being all wounded; Mr. Watſon wont down himſelf to Lieutenant Rk Brereton, who com 


1 nd cartridges of 8 — 
ready to charge the guns. SIS 
CODEINE phe pri, pr pr ii o Alles: 

a ade the was on 818 in the Guoner'y ore-room 3* ima from the ſhock-they 
had felt from the balls, that a ſhell had actually fallen into ber. er panic into the 
greateſt part of the-crew, and 20 ur e out. of the port: dere [910 tho bouts tar ware 


taks-the advantage fire as poffible upon her; during the whole time, Lieutenant: 


with ſmoke, that the- men 18 


ſtored to his rank, at the end of the Caſe which he lately publiſhed. 


che attention of the Public to the judgment of the Court Martial in the E 
Indies, upon which he muſt take the liberty of 


the French Admiral's ſecond, or the ſhip aſtern of her, until the French broke the 


8 


6 4 © Supplement to le 
On the 25th March 1758, after the death of Admiral Watſon, Vice Admiral 
Pocock made him Captain of his Majeſty's ſhip Queenborough ; and immediately 
appointed him to command the Cumberland of 17 guns, pro tempore; Captain 
Martin, the commander of that ſhip, being then ill. . 

The ſquadron went in purſuit of the French fleet under the command of Mon- 
ſieur D'Achẽ, and engaged them on the 2gth of April following, Some time after 
the engagement, it was inſinuated that the Cumberland had not done ber duty in 
the action; which occaſioned Captain Brereton to be arraigned at a Court Martial. 

He had good reaſon for thinking, chat the cenſure paſſed upon him by that Court, 
had prejudiced the world againſt him; and therefore he printed the trial, and the 
report of the Lords of the Admiralty to the King, recommending him, to be re- 


He has full conviction, that Admiral Keppel believed, at the time of the holding 
of the Court on board the Queen, in Auguſt 1778, that what had happened to 
him in the Eaſt Indies, operated unfavourably againſt him in the minds of thoſe 
who had been partially informed; although the Admiral himſelf had not imbibed 
the popular prejudices, becauſe he knew that Officers of the firſt character, and 
moſt undoubted bravery (and particularly the gallant Captain Speke) had ſpoken of 
him in the moſt favourable manner. And he had himſelf, when a member of the 
Board of Admiralty, joined in recommending him to the Royal favour, for reſtora- 
Gon 6d Giga. 2007 e eee . t ihn 295 or cant evan 

Under all circumftances therefore, he hopes to be excuſed. for recalli 


ng a few curſory remarks.” 
He was fo unfortunate as to have ſome- perſonal enemies in Admiral Pocock's 
ſquadron; and to their influence he. conceives it was owing, that the majority of the 
Court agreed to paſs any cenfure upon him: for it was found upon the evidence; 
and unanimouſly reſolved by his judges, that he had born down on the French 
fleet at the ſame time the Admiral did that his ſhip, the Cumberland, went don to 
the enemy with a proper ſail- that ſhe brought up in her ſtation in the line, aſtern 
of the Admiral, within point blank ſhot of the enemy that ſhe continued to engage 


running to the , he begged the ſeamen to come in again, upbraiding them for deſerting their 
quarters: but finding this bad no effect upon them, he thought the more certain meth6d of ſacceed- 
ing. would be, to ſtrike them with a ſenſe of ſhame, and therefore loudly exclaimed, “ Are you Bri- 
* tons? on Engliſhmen, and. fly from danger}. for ſhame, for ſhame!” This reproach had the 
deſired effect: to a man they immediately returned into the ſhip, repaired to their quarters, and re- 
vewed a ſpirited fire on the enemy, 4/85 kd „ F 

In about three hours from the commencement of the attack, the te of the North and South 
baſtions were almoſt beaten down, the guns were moſtly diſmounted z and we could plainly fee from 
the main one the Kent, that the ruins from the parapet and-merlons had entirely blocked up thoſe 
few guns, which aiberwiſe might have been fit for ſervice. We could cafily diſcern too, that there 
bad been a eat te thp enemy; who finding. that our fire againſt them rather enerea- 
fed, hung out the white flag; whereupon a ceſſation of hoſlilities took place, and the Admiral ſent 
Lieutenant Brereton:(the only Commiſſion Officer on board the Kent that was nor killed or wounded) 
and Captain Coote'of: the King's regimept, with a flag of truce to the fort;-who ſoon returned, ac- 
companied by the Freach Governor's ſon, with articles of capitulation z which being ſettled by the 
Admirals and Colonel, we ſoon afterward: took poſſeſſion of the place.” —Ives's Narrative, page 129. 


„ HUB RETRY may 3904 2 


be Ig. :t * 


Ca of Carrann Banneron. 5 7 


line, and bore away and that ſhe was nearer the nemy- at eben ene} of (che 
action, than ſhe: was in the finſt part of it. | 

Theſe reſolutions amount to a. clear and full refutation of the clas. | 
which Captain Brereton was tried ;. notwithſtanding which, his. judges thought fit 
to cenſute him: and the reaſon; they gave Was this It appears that Captain 
9 ws, in the Cumberland, did not, at any time during the action, engage 

ſo cloſe as the Admiral did; which: the 5 flying on board the. 
we e by the Queenborough, direct him to do.“ : 

5 is remarkable; that the only witneſs: who; was queſtioned, as to the relative 
diſtance between the Admiral and his opponent, and the Cumberland and her op. 
ponent, was Mr. Bulteel, the Firſt Lieutenant of that ſhip:- And he depoſed, that 
there mig bo be the difference of a ſhip's breadth or two: Which apparently could not 
be material, is it is proved, that ſhe was within point blank ſhot of her opponent. 
during the. hole of the action. And Lieutenant Rulteel added, * We endea- 
<youred to be full as cloſe as the Admiral,” 

On this evidence did. the maj of; che Court take occalion to ground the. 
abe enden for paſſing. any cenſure on Captain Brereton; although it had been 
alſo proved, eee uſed for the purpoſe of engaging to the full as- 
cloſe as the Admiral did, were not —_— judicious. and. vigorous,, but would pro- 
bably have been crowned with ſucceſs, if he had not been, interrupted whilſt per- 


3 the neceſſary manceuvres, firſt by the Newcaltle, and afterwards by the 


mouth. . 
RR ber che expimchotlanbdht was near thirty barrels, and | 
of ſhot amounted-in number to 478, will conclude, that the Cumberland, within- 
point blank ſhot of the enemy the whole time, had her ſhare. of. the action: eſpe- 
cially as ſhe was ſo weakly manned, that the number of her effective men on 
board was 120 ſhort of her. complement, beſides which ſhe was ſo. leaky, that. 
men were ſtationed at the pumps: during the action ſo that, upon the whole, there 
vere not hands enough to man the guns in any other mode than by placing a gang. q 
between two, to run them out alternately as the gunners loaded the 
. But how will profeſſional men; be amazed, hen they conſider . hat the, reaſon- 
which n Court aſſigned for cenſuring er r conduct, even 4s ex- 
| ho in reality did not exiſt! 
| * i gth Reſolution they ſay, That whereas e to them, that hen 
1 Captain Breteton was backing to get nearer to the enemy, he omitted ſetting bs 
« « fora dale the feretopmaſt tay/ail; and letting fall the foreſail; which migbt 
have been a means of puttir the. Admiral's orders in in- execution, of en. 
the enemy as near as he 1 
in their = Reſolution, they unanimouſly agree, that « Captain Hiern: 
4 r the enemy, im the Cumberland, .as cloſe as the: 
40 did ʒ but did ao — ir ume pudeavenrs 4. for that in order to... have: 
« wore the Cumberland-effeQuajly, and to have got properly down to the enemy, 
hen he was backing off to get nearer; the enemy, be el have ſet the fot etop-- 
= 3 boiſtad the — . and ad, bis: foreſail ; "which ap- 
to have proceeded n e e only. Three of the members 
the fore. bunilines, an PET: Err er re 
ail.“ 03 i 1 22 lere . 13 * 


3 
+ whole 


Ca. 


; 1 n 
4 | * 


% 


And yet a flight. attention to the reaſons 
of judgment 


| * and drovethent into Pondicherry 
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on the foregoing Apen refit the Cent ounded: their cenſure. 
for that cenſure, - 

with an examination of the evidence, will prove demonſtrabiy, that the error 
was in the Court, and not in Captain Brereton. For if they had 
been at the trouble to have looked at the Boatſwain's account of the damages 


ſuſtained by the Cumberland, they would have ſeen that che furerep guilangſuii could 


not be ſet during the action, as its rigging was all ſhot away at the commencement 
when the ſhip * cloſing with the enemy ſo were tha fore-buntlines and lenrhiνẽ,.:. 


Vvhich latter circumſtance ſaved the trouble of letting them go, and occaſioned the 


Foreſail to be actually ſer, as the major part of the Court — it ought ta 


have been. Beſides which, l che Officers of the Cumberland 
See eee 


to the enemy. 

[There remains nothing now to accbunt for; bur the bande is 
wonderful how the court could imagine, that Captain Breretan had omimed 0 have 
that fail ſet; as but one of the witneſſes produced in behalf of the Crown, 1 multes 
any mention of it (This Witneſs was Mr. Holmes, the Maſter of the 'Newcaſtle) 
and he ſwears that it wes ſet. The Maſter and the Lieutenants of the: Cumberland 
alſo poſitively fwear, that it was ſer at the time the Court referred . 

Captain Brereton may therefore fairly and juſtly inſiſt, as well from theapidits 
of the Court, as from the evidence, chat 2 was e nenen 
paſſed upon him, Mc 

And in fast, he has been well infurmed, chat an bonousabhls zpquital- was\ dc- 


tually made out; but that, whilſt it was copying fair, his enemies contrived a0 in. 
_ Hence the majority to have it altered. bp! 1 % 


When the ſentence was read before the autience, Capeain Brereton complained 
to the Court, that the reaſon they gave for cenſuring him did pot erat. And 
upon his withdrawing, with manifeſt ch on account of the injuſtice tiat had 
been done to him, he was followed to the quarter- dec hy ane of the members 
who exclaimed with vehemenee, before all Never miad: it, Captain re- 
1 the ſentence is an honour to ary ry whos OR! diſgrace 25 
the Court.“ 

It is moſt certain, that Gb Pocock did not think the works, of. his, 
what had paſſed ; for he immediately reſtored him to the command of che Quim- 
berland. To which he returned with equal ſatisfaction to himſelf; and tp the 
— and brave ſeamen of that ſhip ; hoſe united deſti man in his 

avgur, and whoſe regret at the injuſtice of the ſegtence which bad been paſſed 
upon him, did him no leſs honour, than their you? and exertions had done them- 
ſe]ves on the day of action. 03124; 0561-335111. nth 

Soon after theſe tranſactions, Capeain' Martin's beakth -ailowed him to reſuene 


the command of the Cumberland; and the Saliſbury, of" bo gans. 3 
cant, the Admiral Captain Brereton to that ſhip. -- 


| In Auguſt following, the Englith ih ag" fought and deleted the Feench ſquadron, | 


tain Brereton bad an peniziicy e een — 
ee reit of the 


In this 
And the A 


f * 
ira] not © 


Captains, but, as a nme ARANE 


3 | the 


172 
_Cofe of Extran ans ren. 


the commnnd of the 7 of 60 guns, o Captain Latham's' 
agg 1 it in at diſtinguiſh himſelf. 

The Tyger was an excellent ſhip, and very manageable. Aud in he! thind 

eral a 4 the French fleet, in September 1759, the Admirals orders en- 

Fe bled Captain Brereton to clofe expeditiouſly with the enemy, who ſeemed to be 

ſtudying delay :—and a general engagement was brougbt on, in which he laid his 

hip fo near to the French line, that ſhe had 168 men killed and wounded, and 


| as in ſuch/a ſhattered condition, 'thar it berate necelſary ro tow her ine 


by reinforcement of ſhips was ſent out to India the next year, and the Tyger 


2 ordered home, amn into the Falmouth, to nn 
icherry. 
The a year he aſliſted at the reduction of Manilla ; where his ſhi p, though 
| Pl leaky, was, at his own particyar requeſt, ſent in againſt the caſtle. She lay 

ix days and fix nights enhlading the, Spaniſh lines, whilſt the army erected 7 
teries on ſhore, and deſtroyed their works, At length the city was taken by ſtorm z 


which confpleared our triumph.  ' 


When Admiral Corniſh departed from Manilla, he left a naval force to protect 
"and ems the conqueſt, that no diſgrace might ſtain his Majeſty's arms; and he 
proper to entruſt Captain Brereton with that charge. The reader may be 
23 how he executed the truſt repoſed in him, by referring to the report made 
by the Right honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty to 1 5 King, 
concerning his conduct as well upon that expedition, as afterwards, when the com- 
mand of his Majeſty's ſquadron devolved upon him, by the departure of Sir Samuel 
Corniſh from the 8. Seas. (Ap 2 Ne 8.) 
Upon the whole, the cruelty which Captain Brereton was cenſured, and 
. of a year's rank,” by Sh Court, Martial in the Eaſt Indies, did nor damp 
his ardor for the ſervice; and the ſubſequent approbation which the whole tenor of 
nis military conduct received in that country, encouraged him to remain there 
till the end of the war. At length, upon peace being concluded, he delivered 
up Manilla to the Spaniards, in conſequence of the treaty of Paris, and i in obe. 
dence to the King's Sign Manual; and after that returned to N 
The Court Martial had unanimouſly agreed, that the Cumberland bad done 


her duty; notwichſtanding which,” the majority of that Court, under the frivo- 


lous pretence of an ideat « error in judgment, had found means to or hi kim. of 
a year's rank in the navy; but he had not been long in England re he hum- 


bly petitioned his Majeſty to reinſtate him. 
| His $ petition produced a reference” to the Lords of the Admiralty ; - and theit 


ieport above-mentioned recommended him as an officer deſerying the King's 
royal favoura whereupon he was _— 40 his former rank, by virtue of his Ma- 


jefty* $ order in Council. 
The very honourable manner in which be was thus reſtored to his rank, "af. 


forded him juſt pretenſions to make a tender of his ſervices at the Admiralty, "and 
188 him, Kr the command: of the Rippon, the con and the 
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0 coneerned ſhould be truck with compungtieon, it may po Trig | 
time longer a fecret, not only by mon the conſpiracy. was firſt ſet on 152 


but alſo by 325 concealed arts it 5 per! a 4 * 7 
That he pad ſome A enemy or enemies * amongtt, ms" Wn of che 
Court, will appear in the ſequel, from the unfair advantages Which were ak, * 
during the courſe of the enquiry, and ftbm the mode of condemni 
upon ſuch an illegal trial. Indeed, ſoon after he joined. the feet, off the Ile 
Wight, he had the mortification to find that ſome pains bis taken, to rendet 12 
conduct We . in the eyes of Admiral . d be thinks it neceſſary to 
mention firſt circumſtance which came 4 W f in POL, of this. 
The Fleet was frequently anchored, in down the, Channel : and 2 | 
morning when the te Bates 1 read was Wade 25 . under ph an pal US 
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ing 25 three: miles en and to ee arch och the fl 2725 o l 17 145 the 60 4 
was made to tack and ſtand, off ſhore; but 4 92 e ie is . | 
and obſerving that a breeze was comin 
wards 11 ſhore for. an hour after thy 
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29.10 account for his e created other egemies i in the. fleet, 


of Ke obliged the officers of the Duke. to, do their; duty, moved. A+ - 


ſentment in any of them, which, they. prevailed on others 0 take 1 * 
Captain Btereton had not many Officers 10 alliſt him in equip · be Duke +: 


from which on Eu to the . 55 e 8 an ay 
12 08 was. x59 | 


= 


. Slg to admoniſh 5 N fot havin neg k + 
: parry of aged with one of the wk an od 5 TEE ty. 1977 MP 5 


ory mah wank 


9 


| Caſe of eee ; | tl 
bhunty! —— > repetition of che {ame diſregard n 


„ TON 7 GE T6 of 


- 


on that account, have been proper perſon 

It is very clear that Mr. Allen was ripe: for mutiny ; dccanle upon che en- 

828 9, a Warr yur 9 Pirſt Lieutenant to be very attentive to 
aptuin Bvefetot u cuuα and ſhould be i that he would act impro- 

<p ly; pur him ev dis <abin,and cako'the command. of p 

| t it did not e. „e 
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| —— ve eredit to Mr. A 37 


any part of lie duty; and it is manifeſt that Li 
or believe that 
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| any intended charge, and wn thy n peci at he mu | 
unconſcious of this 1 c ever te n to moet it 


e nad 


the occurrences relative to imſelf, from the time aj che ruπ¹ẽỹR of the. — — 


reſolution of the Court, Kc ay, its, approbation above mentioned. 


fleet was ſtanding upon the larhoard tack, ſhe became one f 
However, by a doſe attention tothe trimming of 3 Brereton hadi got 


12 eee ee 


4 But as theſe matters are. Giſcuſied at teure in his former publication, be 

not dwell upon them now, nor Pia his. readers with unneceſſery repetitions 
His e laying this paper before the E , i be. ew tha the 
8 nnn is equally untrus in its ſubſtance; and malicious in ity 


2 *%} „ oh 14. eee bis eee e ene 

3 and ha Wee ellis to ora nc 
the action with the e eee approbation: of the? 
Court. And reſting upon that approbation, "he is deliveted.fromeds neceſficylof. 
velpaling upon the patience of | bis. readers with, u long detail of, fast ib oh 
aging: to their, view: the whole body ef evidence relative to tha part of his: 

= vt nevertheleſs; ia order to aftatd/ a comptehenſi ue view f ahey whole 
ſubject. he begs their indulgence, to excuſe bis laying before them a few:-curſory 
remarks Upon the ment of his ſnip Upon hat ſaems material to notice jo 


into port till its ane in Upon hat paſſed at / -ptevio! 
ſembling of the Court o uiry on board the Queen —Upo⁰ 
cixcumſtances which —.— during the Gtting of 5 —4 | 
point to which be would particularly, direct their attention is that odious and: 
falle accuſation, which was: relied; wen. goon eee tothe: 

diſgraceful cenſure paſſed upon him, and to his diſmiſion. Ner- 11912 Ait 

As to the manceuyring of his ſhip . Gaptain Brereton thinks. 1 im- 


| portasce to take notice, that the. officers. ha oſten neglected :o keepahe ſhip in hen 


{tatiop and in order to rectify that evil, he ſometimes walked. the deck till ewelve 
o'clock at night. This was rly imputable to Lieutenant Allen; 

who was not careful to. preſerve himielf ſober; and therefore Captain; Breretoni 
bas thought it neceſſafy to remain upon deck. during che hole of hig watch ; 

and in · that time has got the Duke up with ihe Vice Admiral of. che Ned. Aſter 
which; he never retired without — — oy V keep ber in that ſtation 
but in, ſpite of all che pains he could we; had frequently the mostificatipn 
when he aroſe in the morning. to find het allen 10 Leeward 5; 1 

the cauſe, was conſtantly informed, that other ſhips had run down upon her, 

forced ber out of. her ſtatian. - Therefore whilſt he Beitiſn fleet was chaling dhe 


French, he never quitted the deck in the night, without leaving either the Firſt, . 


Lieutenant or the Maſter, to aſſiſt the younger officers; of the watch z notwith-- 
ſtanding which, ſeveral thiags concurred to occaſion- her being at times to e- 
ward. And as ſhe was very boy, and rather nee n 

be workedito windward; G tet Your! ei on bony; s 
The itation of the Red Divillon, to which, ſhe Ven upom che Vi iory's 
ſtatboard quarter ; and oonſequently, on the evening,of the abgth f July ven che 
the lee ward · moſt ſhips- 


of the 27th, to windward of ſeveral; others, The Commander: in- 


Chicf made the for them to chaſe to windward, with a view, ag it has. 
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much diſabled. As foon as the Red diviſion had 
Sir Nobert Harland mude the TigWal," and "tacked in 


engaged, and a 
tl the French 


ward, anch obliged 9e far Goukh"6 cane" 
could tack, had by two o'clock, wearhere#*the” whole fleet ;. andyby? cafry 
Hor ſail; he Won elated wth He Ve NANA off che NWD „ oo) 
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pkg and the 
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neareſt ſhi 4 to them the whole afrernoon;,”  * 168! r 1 
nutes paſr fobr oec. Pt M. he ene we de beben for che 
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nch the Dale to get into their ſtations in the me. 
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ke did not get hackꝭ ſe n to paſs rhe 
EE. plight in he: 
it all-night, and was in'e re at day. in 
er thb 4311 rot th 


alen rin ei cre ian * e 


0 the fate of four other hips, bebdes the Dalee;: not to freely: up cloſe vitb 


che enemy on the eding day; but no blame o bed upon the 
_ commandery'of — ny | more that 2 1 d n: 
This 1 


into action, either from the relati w poſitions off the do armies, freun 
tneſs of the fight, or from ſome zceid eme. cauſe; and that: nor hl]e e 


. either the General m manding, or by - rhe«particular 
— ily rg r jen yea 


4 armies, for hieh the Uiſpoſirivrwyof the ground may, in meſt) caſes, he de- 
liderutedy choſet 3 
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ard ack; 'ſhe would have'weathertd - 
reat there ths Acre. As . was, ſhe 
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of variablæ wings. and dlamens » 4 by — mo 

arranged, is often ag N Al cnietpg | 
4g exoquecd., Inallicabagthgarcidenys provided far myſt — ern as þ 
with regard w ar ſhips as W wholg fecrs.y, and che chanees malt y alw 
wauly equal, vhether ae er ſhall 


morning. haviog called upon by 
0 — —— by — the neceſſity 
— —ę— 

| | the. / ; m 


be ien 4h 


Pened. chat his hip, vn not more f | 
ho had reſolved to injure — — deuten wai1theayt we 
tions upod his conduct. 5 * wt 22 —— baun 


This leada him to conſider what: paſied- whit che — * — 
mouth; from hieh he has gvetfy reaſon 10 belare hes had not 
-heard s:whiſperito his difadyantage, and, did — ben abe een e 
(part ot his duty. l 27997; — 3 W965 o oe Ti 
Befides apa nr. ore Admirals oficial loner, dated of 
a oth Auguſt, and deduci — th other particulars, noticed 
former publication, it deſerves: particular remark here, that on the very 5 b.+ wa 
return: of che fleet to Plymouth, he 797 Dahe.ded dhtieg 2 
but at the ſame time declared, before the other Admirals and the Captains, that 
Captain Baereton had carried a, nwvſt powerful preſs of ſail duriag the chaſet and 
2 them aa g ,.. tene Wm 
OT * At ei il Nenn 
Not is the apinion-of Ades Keppel on Ji changed by how. paſſed in the 
S of Enquiry, or by any thing that has ſince appeared ; for Captain Rrereton 


is at; liberty to repeat, that, in; converſation, only a few weeks ago (above tu 


yenrs after the publication of his Caſe) the Admiral — 40- him, chart 

the Dulee cartied ſuch a powerful hl during abe _—_ chu .hrchoughe her maſts 

<, would/have been carried away,” ** +, zar Ing ene 
And as —— — in — im — — form 2 — body of 


— ed day — 
— — ſea — — pror 10 thay Gree F- 
perſons in che neig —— — — —— to this, a ſmnlar 
entertainment had been given by the Captains of the fleet ray | 

in * < 


aſſiſted. Captain Rowley had — to him 
perſon preſent diſcovered dhe ſlighteſt ſym — — 
vantage. And in one w. during — nes while the. Hleet 
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bis difad- 
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2 officers of ehe eee e 
tachel navy, to 3 thit e esu 
iff Wereton, a 
el imp kf ts — 8; | 4 
ion re Ble of; if pfeifer 
— was ſoon by Captain Walſin ah, ohe of "thi | 
with whom he aſſociated — — Unpreffisns op 
10 other Captuiſts, which it wat meueſfary td emevr. Me e Haden | 
\v The. flees ſailed from Blymouch od rhe dad of Kugbfe, anden the 24th 8 a 
r ht ne b 4 
| having been ©p68 hit, for mik 1 


og ch July ; and _ IT were circulating in the fleet do kts 


fi ien F H, RI un 
| it . in jaſtice to ki . 
5 ven chars 
Fo — which Had been gi — bot that rs ine | 2 
ENS why beforcia ſecond: meeting of tho two fleets." 8 de chess ly directed - Þþ 
his harte to be — ri — —— the Victory g and if che neun me 
ſent for ;the-Fitſt Lieutenant of the ſhip; and the Oapeatn of Marines, into the- Cabin, 
Captain Walſinghams and st his requeſtywiiere they both Geckarecd, 'tHar eve | 
tans ata the Duke imd oloſe action on the 2/th'or 4 
WalGrghany intact exclaimed! ©'thit the fame dectaration,” by j 
preſence of the' Admiral wobl — — every one??? Tas 
er to commune ate 10 MGU K — ne eg wt W 
ur Re, 


| to accompany f in his barg 
upon him, and pretending — to return Bf 7 Gon 
declined the offer. — * however, he Nuid for ſome time on board the Hu 


ſhip, 
What: paſſe: there, dan only, be colle@echfrots is fob debt conv, 1 
concomitant circumſtances. d 0 | 
| Bur the Admiral totally aifeliveed inne hy M euld-be chargecl f 
tain Brereton, to merit reprehemſion; "nay, «yan oa ftor' entettdihinga' 9 — - 
picion chat he had been remiſs in lis duty; br gufky of any Ut r 3 
| 5 pruach, or even of v the ſmalleſt negligenee, The Leung 2 His" tr, $44 
” | | hon pinion of the fleet, that he refuled to ſend for” hig oMicers, in 'cortiplian 8 
| —— - Her judged it needbeſs th enqufre from them, Whertier or 50 
he aſperſioms mentioned by: Captain W affimgghiam fpad 4h kind of fottidatiori's* 
* cauauſes from his own obſervation; he knew that they had hot; he Was ken bie ce | 
33 all the officers under his conand had good feaſon to Nn the 1 — 2 . = 
| knomleilgey. and be had ſeen them live in hadits-of fämfiariey with Kim. | _ 
| it to be.amagitdy\ chat ſuch vague reports, if it were poffible for ee RY el .< ö 
. couklopenats. to-hisapiejudice.” r br 
conſequtneeg nad roideferve'ſo. licels credit dt de thodght'it would be ia 8 4 $50 3 4 
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Captain Walſingham, who went on board the Duke on the darth of | 
f porpolely, as he —— in Captain Brcretas,, in friendſhip, that ſome 
| Aperſſagy had been thrown-upon, 9 Geet the. aghteſt.infinuation 
any other matter, but What related tothe ulla nat being claſely; engaged with 
the enemy. algo Toh 1 had, therefate i no ſuſpicionithat any; other 
cauſe would be for · accuſing him of miſeonduct. An Nu 
le was to prove, EN of ;which:he had been informed: b v Captain 8 
Walſingham, were — — unfounded, that he applied ta the Admiral — a 
22 were ſo entirel iced, as not, in his pinion, to require any leind of 
ſerious notice. nd + Further diſcuſling-the ſubject, he ſaid, chat, as the; French 
2 at e there et how: be an ei, x0 Alence the lltangue of 
Ace 15.4 5 0s 5 v0 i} 87 & $3304, 3465 7 
This latter eee was-made in che bearing of Captain Walſingham, = | 
had ſtaid on-board the Doke, as is related above, for a purpoſe which.afrerwards 
developed itſelf; and who, upon having; figithed: his buſineſs there, ;followed Cap- 
tain Brereton to the Victory, forced himicli into the pteſenee of the Admiral, 
whilſt in private converſation with him, and ſaid, ihat the officers of the Duke 
were themſelves the authors of the allegations he had mentioned. To which he 
added, that he thought an enquiry immediately neceſſary. Notwnhſtatiding which, 
the Admiral continued of his former opinion ; but Rear Admiral Campbell, upon 
| being applied to for, his advice, inclined. to think an inveſtigation aduiſcahle, to 
wipe away the reproach, which he ſeemed to thin would-otherwiſe remain, And 
upon the whole of the caſe, Captain Nrereton judged it inſtantly. to eite to 
Admiral Keppel, to enforce the verbal requeſt that he had re made z which he 
accordingly did, in 4 very haſty manner, And he rather thought it à hardſhip, 
that his officers were not immediately ſent for, becauſe he did not ſuſpect them as 
the authors of the calumny, notwithſtanding What had been. juſt before aſterted by 
| 8 Walfingham ; nor did he then 1 — that any habe amen 
o abandoned, as to join in a plot to diſgrace him. fey 
He was foon afterwards informed, that a Court was, to hae: ſembled the next 
morning, to make the enquiry: he had requeſted ; that information ſet his mind 
- at caſe, for he did not even then ſuſpect any treachery ; and of courſe he imagined, 
chat the delay would have been recompenced, by dhe more public uy ener 
he ſhould have been diſtinguiſhed. with praiſe. | e 
After the Court was appointed, as he knew chat the F rench feet then waited for 
the Engliſh off Ulſhant, be was very deſirous that the enquiry ſnould be expedited, 
ſo that the operations of the fleet might not be retarded : and therefore, before the 
hour mentioned for the Enquiry, on the-25th of Auguſt, in order that no delay 
might be chargeable to his account, he had prepared an addreſs go the members of 
the Court in ri: ing. And hilſt he was in expectation of hearing the ſignal gun 
fired, one of his Lieutenants informed him, that the ſignal flag for all Captains Was 
flying on board the Queen. He does not recollect ever before to have ſeen or 
heard of the ſignal for a Court Martial, without a gun being fired at the time "of 
hoiſting the ſignal fag for all Captains ; but no gun was fired on board-the 
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upon this occaſion; lo that all who knew of the purpeſe for — 
vere to be Ae muſt haue 


looked upon it as a ptivate : enqui y And. no : 
man in the fleet Rave conſidered the the flag as, notice ar 


a. 14 ; 5 5 


cook! Captain mmm roifullpeSther her mag biraged-into 
formal trial and conviRtion, without ſo much! as knowing before . hand, that any 
thing criminal was to be expreſtiy laid to his en eſpecially A = _ 
_ legal forms had beenjomitted. . 111, 4 ae glth” ; 

bad written to the Commander in Chief for an Enguiry ;\ an Enquiry 
was accordingly” granted; but no A eee trying bim were delegated to the 
Court v6 Enquiry; either when, or after, it was ſummoned. No preparations. were 
made d arraign? him-no notice was- g iven. him to prepare for his defence, againſt 
any” charge to de e And little did 8 that an ambuſh was 
laid for bim; or that he was ſo ſoon bpm cru iniquity and 2 for 
e even darm pen under an arreſt, but e 11 his uniform, 
and with! his ſword on-. LA orie 
Thoſeifucts render e ee neceflary to tt Ga friking circumſtances; 
whictroccurred during the firring of the Court, and were enduted to paſs even in its 
Some of qheſe conſidered fingly, and all oi chem taken together, mußt 
the ind of iced reader with an honeſt indignation.) . 
„ Borſt: of all, ir may be to obſerve, that Admiral Keppel's order for 


proper 
allembling a-Courty addreſſed 00 Sir Rabert Harland, in expreſs! words  acknow- | 


ledged Captain Brereton's requeſt to be the fingle ground ts directing an enquiry 
intochſs condatt one aN O * therefore, having no. * ee to 
oonmbnibate, and no other reaſon for aſſembling the ee ee aon 
| krrter 10 guide. its dnguirire. nr Ae t e l e 

From Dee of the authority delegated to. 5 
Court: was ta enquire whether there was any, and if any, what foundation for the 
a" ns . Mee on 41 made in writing, becauſe the Admi- 


00 
a verbal requeſt, under an idea, that as the aſperſions 
Were . formal enquiry was at tha time unneceſſary: but 


ftice; due to himſelf, Hy PIUS IF OAPI +. ye an iĩncumbent duty 


his wiſhes ta fade the enemy again, with the very ſame ſhips that came 
into port ith: him, 88 the: ſame: Captains ad. on the 27th of July, ax 

eee aal, hravery, and exertion of every officer 
* int o Ne 
Another cthi which Captain Brereton miift remark, is, at After bis 2 


Admi requeſting an-<oq * conduct on the/27th of July, was 
read, che immediately put to him, had a direct tendency; do entrap hi 
criminate Ee if he had been in any wiſe: conſcious af guilts for he xd add. 0 
you mentioned in your ” howexcr,. 34: a | 
re none deo any perſon, © 
224 had; been. eaſt upon him and pperated- t. his 


difadvantagity was all that had reached his.cars; he did not concern hitgſelf, whether 
that declaration was true ot falſe he knew that the aſperſions, u hataver they were, 
muſt . be falſe; » And he replied to the queſtion, “% A ll chat Lever heard of them, was 
1 morning. from Captain Walſingham:; ow which I went to, Admiral 

and en codſequence! thereof wroi che letter which, has been a to 
* 6 Pr . gt mM 995 * Han 21h lid 155 "the 


& * 


11444 4 ; "4 


oof of Carr am Bapnzrox, i 17 


not:only-becauſe he thought an; enquiry vas, in common 
him to Admiral lo had a few days rh ain written to. the 1 8 


Ae ee & > 


| The ee n 3 impeachn 
ben. the Court, and it vas reſolved by the majority, to examine Captain 


a member df their on body. en eee Wings, hy. | 
de: 


ing juſt before taken the oath of a Judge, to do impartial juſtice, in the cau 
legated to the en of the Court; and with equal readineis, immediately aſſumed 


| the character of proſecutor. Thus compleatly qualified, Sr e 
ble 


he had Beard, "%q the following words: Having heard: ths 


« reflections were made upon the conduct of Captain — during x che time 4 


« were in fight of, and engaged with the French fleets I yeſterday, morni 
< board the Duke, and acquainted him thereof, and 7 I, 
per for him at this critical period, to have his character 
«* converſation, Captain Brereton went to dreſs; and Captain Ada of the hs Marines 
came up to me, and informed me, that at the aaa 
* and: very often while we were in ſight of them, Captain Brenctun ws incapable 
* of doing his duty, as he was frequently drunk, that he (Captain Adair) bus 
<« ral times converſed with the Officera of che ſhip! concerning it, and th 
« they all agreed it was ſo. Soon after this, Brereton weat: on/baard'the 
„ Viftory; and I underftand that in conſequence th Thea Bee EN 
2 V now before the Court. 05 
Had this ſtory, told by Captain Walſin | | 


: of the Duke, appearances would 1g.againft Captain 
Brereton; but he is ſorry that the Court ſa far Jeceivediclalfyingi iſten to any kind of 
hearſay evidence; and muſt further remark, that C WI ams me 


what paſſed on board the Duke upon the morning of the 24th of did not 
him accurately, when he was giving the above hiſtory. | Captain ton bad on/a 
plain ſuit of blue cloaths when Captain Walfingham went to him, and in 
to go to Admiral Keppel, he only ——. his coat and n uni- 
form, which lay upon à gun; this did not take up above a minute, in which) time 
Captain Walſingham and Captain Adair — —— into 
tion upon the ſubject, without being heard by him. At that time, he did not ſuſpect 
Captain Walſingham of treachery; but it is certainly fair for him, now tot 
that if Captain Adair mentioned any ſuch — morning, it muſt: have 
after Captain Brereton left the Duke co go-on — mor wilt h 
was dreſſing. a f 
The other particulars .of Captain Walſingbam's opening, will be niore perdru- 
larly examined under the next head, and compared with what was ſworn in its ſup · 


port, by the conſpirators, who came forward to maintain the allegation of drunken 


neſs. The only queſtion that Captain Brereton him upon bis examination, 
was this. Did not Mr. Byatd, the firſt Lieutenant, ſay, before you yeſterday, — 
2 on the day of the action. I uſed every endeavour to ger the 8 

anſwer was, * He did.” And in conformity to chis 


coneroverted throughout the whole trial, although the members of che Court ex». 
ceeded their commiſſion; yet, as to the material. fact, ĩt upon the face of 
their unanimous reſolution, that there was no foundation for the whiſpers: which 
were mentioned by Captain Walſingham- bo: Copnein- Breveran, on board che Duke. 
Their unanimous reſolution was, that Captain Brereton had done e thing 
a1; into 
action. 
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brood, and therefore had dec e. Ca 

e Shed with Captain Hrereton's conduct: ought +: 
Coure then, finding that. HEN a: 77 turn, be was accuſed of drunkennels, (a crime 
which moſt of its Members knew he deteſted) to have been ſatigfied with doubt- 
ful ſuggeſtions om his accuſers,? Shopld reports, hatched in private cabals, have 
been liſtened. to by them f Would i ic, not 556 been uitable to haye called 


thoſe who. bevughs, the ch 0 an 1855 dene th EY bad given him the. 
ll "aig previous notification of, 


rtunity wo in wrien 

196% ne 8 that ſo he t have —. 4 prepared, with the beſt ee 

RED ' 9 ha — to contradict it? But ſo far from d g in this manner tenacious of au 
Un or obſervant; of the 2 by Which Jultice.g8 iniſtered, the bi 
1 gave his accuſets every uppra Foe: Ring club their accuſat = 
6 ada ey .Þ putting leaching, n be tell. itnels what e = 

4 h like. 5 Ln fol ing fam to have been given 1 

| of Officers; who were at fame . time. impeaching — ves 0 I 

- I _ Tin lion. Such was;the LY proceeding; which led to a.raſh and, 4 
; . RE Without the 2 af tial; Nay, the accuſe as | 
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action; for which reaſon C e 1 9 in his letter to Þ 
fined himſelf to that day; y queſtion. which he 
to Captain Walfingham, at Ape enquiry, was confined 'to 


11 


had no idea that his condutt could have been aſperſed *. . — 
ä er He a chore e eee . midſt+ of the 
action. He has therefore much t 88 8 7 We. the Court di not Ul 
pro roſecute en quiries alfo into His Agth, Ua 3 4 
e, e confiting 1 . VA. wal accuſation, ; 


ceeded to try him 1 Points reſpe 
things, de previouſiy apprized. 3 
Ca it be right chat any Lond" e would be . 3 
* From the mput of 4 judge? Yer this hearfay declaration 0 Captain Walfinghan 
das admitted in its Uno latitude. It was indeed mere hearſay as comb from 
| him; for, notwithſtanding ke delivered it upon oath, yet an inditment' erel ma 
jury, on account of its Fillkood, could not be maintained againſt him; beca 
| only ſwore, that it bad been told him. However the Court probably thought j 
not to deſerve the; leſs credit for coming, even in this queſtionable Mane,” from 
one of its dun members; and thereupon, Captain Brereton was interregated - 
„Do you mean chat the whole of your condud ſhould be enquired into at this 
CURES. Cour! from the 23d to the 'alght of the 27th of July laſt, which is che time 
Ly. © we were in fight of rhe French fleet, or that SY would be confined to 
1 the 27th nf?“ Dante 
Iuhis Was an inſidious and enfnarin 1 that we ſort OY 
a credit had been given to Captain Wal 1 1 has. It was as e 
* to the commbh method of proceeding at Martial Courts, as to the uſage! 
+ , - other courts of Juſtice, and to the e Cap e ſhould- ks Dr 6 


have ſtopt ir as Toon as it was fu Captain 'Brereton' could not refuſe 
ro anſwer” it, rp 7 er ſome . f to picion, perhaps, that all had not ; . 
bern right. And as he ſtill believed that the nave going forward . 1 Y 
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Caſe of Carta BizzzroN. Os a 
to. ſearch ont, whether any cauſe exiſted for putting bim on bin trial, he 
did not ohe. To have: given up his right of his aceuſers 

to would dee e ber el, or the: exereme ' weakneſs, if 
he had fi cht be was to be tried and convicted inſtanter, withoum a op» 
portunity to for his defence; but he had ſo much confidence in the Court 28 
to imagine that ſhould not have been made a victim to deliberate | juſtice 2 | 
F 1 ku yo gf 
<- conſcious his conduct; at any period of his life, would Abe rabies 
e eee i 10 the Court, to do what bout be 


Mil Arm no 212 nnd 


TT: 


| C 
2 throum upon his conduct prior to the 27th, he certainly 
have ineluded the whole in his letter to Admital Keppel; and the Admirals 
er would, of courſe, have authoriſed the Court to have extended their enquiries 
— + But che Court could derive no authority from Captain Brereton's | 
| ion. And yet, as he was aware migbt miſconſtrue : a withholding of 
— to their for extending . he ſubmitted in that par- 
ticular ; hot NT EY t in reſerve, to be opened 
upon t „ With a view to his diſgrace. bome Ber howprr, wer ray , 
to take advantage of his open and candid behaviour. 
L A eng ws ed de =p". on 
cated | ing which Ca ſingham had repreſented, that the in- 
formation came from him. Ie hes E e clierved, chat no previous notice of - 
this:had-been given io Captain: Brereton :; otherwiſe the letters and ſolemn declara- 
dee eee 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 6.) prove that he could at the time 
have refuted ſo groſs an impoſition by evidence, if he had been aware of the intention 
= bring it e guſt I but he underſtood that the inſinuations to which Captain 
luded, muſt have been levelled at ſome ſuppoſed diſcovery, ' 
bes — July r reſpecting) a defect either in his abilities as a ſeaman, 
or of his courage as am officer; was ſenſible that the profeſſional knowledge 
of the naval officers: on board, muſt have enabled them io give the Court the beſt 
information in hat manner be had conducted the ſhip during the chaſe, and what 
methoda he had uſed to bring her into action. But as they were nor firſt called 
vpon, he began to imagine, that ſome. unfair imputation was intended, as if he 
dad. deen defective iu | perſonal valour rather than ſeamanſhip. - In the progreſs 5 
of Captain Adair's:evidence, however, the reaſon of his being called upon to gire 
evidence before the Lieutenants of the ſhip, was developed. Captain Brereton's 
wonder had been excited by che tale related in Captain Walſingham's opening; but 
this barefaced 3 to confirm it, produced his utter aſtoniſhmenc ; and he has 
reaſon to regret the effect Captain Adair's teſtimony had, to impreſs ſome 
SSS NONE | 
chaſe. inte w2b front fro vt e | LY e 4375 
| | in ideen di bot recur Bg de | 
ing ſtuid there ſome time wick Captain) |. 
— CC u- 
| whilſt he was: in converſation with C aptain,Brereton. If 
in the interim on board the Duke, or if oy pla was laid 8 


Duke to his on 
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22 20 1 Sup Menent Te . N ; 
_ exrately recollocted by both of them; and that the charge exhibieed- by the ne 
v not corroborated by the evidence of the other. For Gapealh Aﬀtair/does: wot 
peak of Captain Hrereton's ſuppoſed intoxication a g mater! thin fellowithing his 
own 'knnwltdge and obfer vation, but trehe it e a vaguo report Echt ba the 
aſder we iactiuui And his evidence ied * is very o 
tradiQory'i he fays; 4 On the 45th C vs:itv the; wards 


aptaincBrereron' ſi 
«;: mothzodfld eam upon decl abdut mine cee, chene he. ſtatzgerrd w much 
vthat ; took hd ef him before dhe am that had the wn -opott 


deck, arid! 46d him into his cabbin; wen- phreu him 'wgoh big corp dvitin hi 
* back againſt the bulk head; at this time he was fo much in liquor. thawhe 
«could rareh fpeaki““ But, onthis -profe-examiiaziod, te fryd d Capithin | 
, Breretom informed him; that he had? a- Mver upon bim, and 9 wem — 
over him, for which rraſbn he adviſed kim to lie or ſit down. i be then 
—— th ©) 11:09 vb nodes ses os to bene 0 
| There is a manifeſt and ſtrong contrariery; Deere 
| between chelr two parts of his teſtimomy. Bur however th circhmſtancs! 
| rend to weaken the credibility: of both, abffratedly confdered; thete d dirt 
| to uſe it as applied to the great point which — to have been concerted : for he 
does not, in either part, corroborate the aſſertion in Walfingharh's' narrs- 
tive, "a That * _ a informed eng that dee brite Nee 
de with the officers e concerni tain 's y 
drunk; and that they all agreed 3 one of the 
ho were examined upon the enquiry, on the agth of uguſt, malte whe!” 
mention of any ſuch converſations between Captain Adsit and them. The cundiü 
world will therefore, after à due conſideration” of all the fo enter by pron. 
conclude, that Captain Walfingham muſt have been influenced either by 
piques or by ſome finiſter motive, to act the part he did; or elſe that, if 
made the tool of malevolence which others bore to Captain | 
his inſtructions, and over. acted his part ; otherwiſe Jt! moſt be cond 
that the witneffes, on whom he relied to ſubſtantiate the charge, were ſeinet *wich 
that infatuation and forgetfulneſs; which, happily for the world;- in their natarat 
effect, render ſuch wicked ſchemes abortive, Certain it is, that Captain Walfing- 
ham officiouſly perſuaded Captain Brereton to ſolicit an enquiry into the 'ghoriymous 
and vague reports touching his conduct, of 'which he made himſelf the bearer, 


; nity wax afforded for falſe wiel o-operte, Towards eſtabliſhing dans colovrable 
1 ground for the Court to deprive him of his command. 
1 One thing; more muſt be 6bſerved of Captain Adair, chat /he'ſwears . b 
4 <« flood the Maſter put Captain Brereton to bed, drunk, on the a6th.%4<Whick 

| ſtrengthens the evidence of à conſpiracy, hen compared wich a fimiſar-afſerrion, 

| hut ſtranger; made by Lieutenant Allen, viz: #: Phi Captain Adair dd put 
„ him to bed on the 27th;” and a more adventrous declaration ſtill, * Phur ts 
<, himſelf fam the Maſter put him to bed om the acth. In che former of theſe par- 
ticulars, however, he is contradictec even! by Captain Adair, and in- the latter, 
= by the Maſter ; which totally deſtroys then foundation of! what: Captain Adair: was. 

| rr e underſtord, and hat Lieutenant Allen went the 
Wo - hardy length of depoſing that he ar; ë²ỹ.ö⅛õ N oft Den! NU ad 
I -3z 100 9797 O&M. 204 186; under ei It” AA Kale ES Papa 
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and then became the inſtrument in raiſing a general charge, hereby an opporta? = 


* 
A. 1 
— 
— ———_ 


in drunkenneſe adclf, ſo 


| 1 c 1 Meeres. 5 22 


Qupraio:Adait, vhechar he bed m 

ing: cleared for action during che 
— bes ſerved, and likewiſe to ſit down. 
ward-room, with his Lieutenants: and when 
be broached, he gecollected that Captain Adair 
occaſions, 10 place himſelf next to him, and ta 
— to wha © He al{or: recollects having very. - 
90 Gee en wot Was la en 


had carrouſed there 4 | 
I that when the French on in 
| a mh 2 to-clear, the ſhi 7 
8 Le 
u 1 — im : 
| : 1 is king. his ow cabin was ſtandings: often | to 
N Pu f —— and then to walk. the 
8 retiring, to reſt. From the teſtimony. of every one of 
tenants, this. appears, to bave dern, his uſual practice before the chaſe. 
Andall who who!) 2 this point, except. Adair and Allen, prove, that 
a regular habit during the chaſe, with this only 2 
r it was in the ward-roο], (becauſe he had no cabin thar 
when he drank, it was even more moderateiy than at other times, becauſe of 


bis i ion and chat he continued moch more . deck, night and day, 


notwithſtanding that indiſpolitias: than it was.cuſtomary. woe * 


eee. in igt. 14.4 $$$ Ma 7 1 10,80 1-41 5 ifs 
| Mr, Pearce, who; attended: on; hien, de ſurgeon, ed, iber itaeſſes, pe 
theſe fafu. But if he had not it peculiarly, neceſſary to reſtrain himſeli 


nat that time, on aecoust of his indiſpoſitiog 3 and if, from the api 


of hon meeting the French navy again, he had been. induced, by the hope of _ 
vicgry,/ inadvertently. to drink with bis officers: rather more. than uſual; can * * 
man diying think that this would have been a Gime dt -Simply c | 
man can ſay it would. If indeed he had Deere 
er if he had been rendered unfit to petforrm it, then, doubslels, his conduct would | 
have: been. criminal ; but it is not even pretended that he. us guihy of either ſuch 
neglect or e 4 And theſe alone could conſtit ute the eſſence of criminality 
43: to render it 4 proper ſubjeR fur the deliberation of a 
Court Martial. It is however needleſs to argue; this point s for upon the cvidence 
it is neither provati nor credible, chat he was in the. Mug beeſt degree intoxicated N 
at any time om hoard the Duke. AN n en Net . - if | 
As ſoon as Mr. Byard, the Firſt Lieutenant of the Duke, was ſworn, the * 
Court ordered him to inform them, Whether during the time the French feet 
— were in fight, the behaviour of Captain Brereton was ſuch as became an 
* officer?”* to which he replied, that eee and the order e e 
the aytk only, ; be had iy proaced bil fr cha day.” 1 4 
3 RG What er den e In, 
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Bersten beheben had been an officer — cofpety Nas, Byard - 
osold not hade forgotten it: and if no of chat kind had ougurredwwighin 
his knowledge, the anſwer might ſurely have been given wich equal (readineſs, 
But it 18 to be rather apprehended, that he was privy to the ſediticma and mu- 
tinous conſultations, which manifeſtiy bad been holden : and that he probably 
—— it was neceſſary for him to. hold another conference wich ſorne of the 
parties, proceeding to give evidence reite to an¹ν matter prior to: the 
apth of July. However che Court, probably conceiving it 40 be Fan af. 
fectation of reluctance, led him to by armin Bien, hat 
Frereton deſired, that the whole of his conduct from the 23d to the 2 
4 July might de enquited into at that Court. bea en eee en 
tain Brereton however abſolutely denies, that he deſired the 28 to 
2 uch an enquiry.— Ho could ſubmitting himſelf to th, authority : of 
Court, authorite them to do an legal Senn ene rom che fubſtance- u well 
a from the ufual forms of juſtice ? „ oT „ „nd 993 36 ought a0 cnt 
Lieutenant Byard; in the progreſs of dis: evidence, gave an acobunt — 
3 — 2 Þ ſeeming confuſion in Captain Brereton ; . 
inſinuated, that it might have proceeded from his 4* drinking a glaſs 
«« fore dinner; but he did not venture to aſſert, that he had — ah 
' roxicared, 67 chat he thought him-tq have been at any time incapable of 
bis duty. He: moreover depoſed, * that. when he was eo was, ro 
* mention to Captain Brereton the im y of -his drinking 2 tumbier of 
grog. he declined doing ſo, becauſe be did not ſee any occaſion for it He 
auributed <« the ſeeming confuſion, - as he —— din which nd ap- 
peared upon Captain Brereton, to his indiſpoſition. ' Aion 
Lieutenant Allen is the only witneſe, belides Caprain Ada whe „ 
enough to ſwear expreſſively, that Captain Brereton was intexicated. And he to 
de ſure did go ſo far as bo aſſert, © that the Muaſtet had put him to bed drank, on 
the 26th—and, that he to it. The obſervation is not perhaps orally (foreign 
to the purpoſe here, that Captain Adair and Lieutenant Allen were thetnſrlves 
. very hard TOI For although this fact alone does not | abſolutely rebut | their 
evidence, yet it may be thougſ ix to affect the Dee 
all n the accuſation are carefully weighed. Us! 1164 A670 
But accurate and candid readers will not — chat their . 
coherent, contradictory, and contradicted. And it is hardly —— W ; 
robable ground of juſtice can or cannot be aſſigned for the ſentence againſt Capeain : 
rereton, upon the credit given to their teſtimony, after the complete anſwer, 
which, although previouſ unapprized of the charge, he was! fortunately: able 
to meet it with de. Five officers wh were | conſtantly about hi 
perſon, all expreſsly ſwear, that they never law wo the _ antorzoated) N he 
commanded the Ki 2 
Mr. Byard the Firſt Lieutenant, Mr. Simpſon the Third . nh Mi 
Cooper the Maſter, do not expreſoly ſay, that they believe him to have been ever 
at all intoxicated.) Moſt certainly not one of them ſtates it to have | 
within his own Knowledge. Indeed they drop ſome hints of his. Being agitated; 
and confuſed ; which might, chey ſay, — from the effects any 0 
a or from fatigue and want of reſt. _ 4 | 
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of 
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Co of Gunner res. 5 


iet aw W very bold afſertionz: chat he: ſau his Captain. put to 
bed drunkidypothe: on the 26th. Fbis i in terms contradicted dy the 
—_ Mailfterichimelf, the whole of + whoſe, evidence tends. to refute the cha 
n 2 com. remern to a converſation with Captain Brereton * 
| evening e, dle in which nothing appears to 2 
_ bike a ſymptom of drunkenneſs. Indeed he declares,: that the Captain was “ 
_ and-deconme/fovfiie indiſpoftion being inereaſtd, by the fatigue of —— oh 
1 auction: N. g chat!; be 20] him he was ſo much 
| — — wiſhech to have a ſail to he down upon Baut does he. ſay that 
— — — drunk d Directiy the teyerſe. Lieutenant Allen was ſo nardy, 
ar that t ie ſute it und [yes the maſter himſelf. ſwears, that he did not 
put him 29 bed at all. . He gut his cot Hung vp, and deſired him to lie down:“ 
dot he refuſed, from that: confideration; which only a ſober man could have exer- 
_ ciſcdpabd from er of che poi tic: to his on private eale, 0d 
tven te hi healeb/> which always becomies4 „ ee 22% bo in eee 
« think of it, as the French were ſo near. en fte 999577 
_ -— Captdin Adairchad+beenn remarkably! pr at. SS:reor PALE to perſuade 
Captain Bretton tu take ſomo reſt: and; Lieutenant Allen had often been very ur- 
E in deſtringduim to habe his got up, ia his birtht in the wardroom. But 
| be inddvetrently,ondeved it t be fo Hung up. and: gone into it ; there is little 
dsuhtz upon re ſletti on hut that the conſpirators would have endeavoured to ſtrength- 


em their ſchemes for aſſfuſſinating his character, by making ſome wicked uſe of 


that circumſtance. But they were fortunately diſappointed; for in fact Captain 
Breretomꝶ did not chuſe to take any indulgence himſelf; Which his officers and men 
could not enjdy v and he had the King's ſervite too much at heart, to ſuffer the ſhip 
to be unbarricadued. thi it neerſſary to be always prepared; leſt the French 

floyd puſn :down im abe digbt, and commence an attack by ſurprize 3 whereby, if 


the men had Ny gangs NINE the W have been e into 5 


confuſion.” «rf ry 3 X. * 
d n pee heviog. cold che Gp; that yore Ruin) pack abs 
gun deck during — — he went up after the action, he abſerved 


nothing in Captain: Breretons behaviour unuſual; was aſked by the 'whe- 
ther he had ever during the time mentioned ſeen bim in liquor ? 10 which he re- 
plied id the negative: and! was then immediate}y preſſed with the following very 


„ never ive, that he gave his orders indiſtinctly, and that he was inca of 
Vidoing his duty? To chis he replied, Only on the night after the action, when 
UM cheigave me ſome orders very con fuſediy t but whether from being in liquor, or 
a docafoned by ill ſtate of health, — Such a queſtion, from one of the 
es needs: no comment to illuſtrate its object, and can admit of none that will 
even A its deſign 4 eſpecially when it is conſidered, that no guilt had 
Brereton, nor incapacit even pretended, by the wit- 
net. "ho tad aa nr before Mr. Simpſons, It is indeed true, chat Cap- . 
1 utenant Allen had both ſworn 0 Captain Breretog's having | 
Perk N not to dyell on the obſeryation,.that \befides being; flatly, contra- 
didted by; others; they coneredift ,theraſelves 4, and that both of chem have cm. 


extraordinary. queſtion,:** When you had occaſion to go to him upon duty, did you 


pleatly deſtroyed; the credit of their on, and a8 far as a — | 


CO gy We en e them even * 
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tion Ca 
to adduce at 


the engage 


of ſeveral reſpect 


Refides which, C 
can rely, that if 


behaviour. 
But as 


deelarations he now 


* w to have 


* 9 
, a+ >... R 
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he had 


a trial, he could have 
accufers, he is ſaid to 
drunk 3 WO to Jan rec 
The ty of this is not a ſtrengthened, by its 
that Sao got away from the Duke, which was ſoon after his evidence 
Captain Brereton, he has found it convenient t uit three others of his Majeſty n 
ſhips, in order to avoid che triab of a Court 


has f 


3 that Captain Wei was 


in N and 
inſtant, to contradict 455 po 
prized of it, —He thinks it likewiſe, in point of ju 
vindication of his character from ſo fout an 
this paper, the declaration of the Boatſwain of the Duke, a ſober, diſcneet, and 


would not only have been remarked by 
would ſoon alfo have afforded a 
ficers, even in the Duke, had 'nor fs much Rena e e r wth rv 


FBF neceſſary alſo te ungen to the preſen 
able Officers of the fleet, 
any true ground for the charge, it could not have remained: ſecrerfor-a moments 


e tl. 


1 oechon, 2! 

- In ſhort, the e of Lieutenant:Simpſon's evidence amounts to n more than 
chis, That he had heard (a {tho was a little burke knew: - 
nothing of it That he confidered bim as a ſober man, did not obſerve, 
chat during the chaſe he dran more than uſual. . /* Yo Wong Af l 5 

1 Thus much for the evidence, whether dire, ———— 

wo before the Courrof Eng quiry, for the 5 


proof” which 1 was! eu 
alehough' not rehand 
due to Minſelf, und 2 


officer; who had actual buſineſs with kim upon the ſervice, g which he 
7 n proper directions, on the nights inenrioned inthe ſericence of 
Court z and who declares that he was petfectly ſober (4 $15 #5727 Yor ie: 


Captain Brereton has always borne the charifter of an/abſtemious man, If there- 
fore he had given way to drinking, during the purſuit of the French fleet; or after 
ment, it could not 3 Jane LT Ie, confpicuous; and 


officer and man in the Duke; but 
ation for all che fleet ; yet many Ot. 


87. 255 


+ publication, the declarations 
that head ;-fince; if there had been. 


tain Brereton now finds, from men upon whole: veracity he 
known the charge, and received due notice to prepare for 


ved, that at the Loo when, according to the oath: che 25 his- 
been guilty of 


. 
by his enemies, it never can be imputed to him 4s a matter of blame, that he did 


not at the Court of —_— 


before a Court empowered to try him, in eonſeque 
. to be charged, either imeginaty e real; nor did he know the nature of the accuſation 
 * intended againſt him, till it was actually niade to the Court by 
5 Alt the moment when it was made, he not only had no 
fſence againſt a charge before unknown, but, in in good p 

1 opened the particulars of his hk Seen, on even if he had known 
be before; becauſe it would have 


his adverſaries an 
e 5 him; in their e . 


intoxication, Lieutenant Allen was ſo- 
e whether another was:fober or not. 


being now noteribue, 


+ for iis" man.. 


4 


adn theditation oxpindt: hes 


call for 'the reſtimony of thoſe Officers, : whoſe 
reliance, ' For he did not think that he was 


nce of any offence, changed or 


Mey, it E inns 


Enden ; 


ar iy Melee IE de Seeed the s 
duty or that he neglected to do it ups any 


N 


Hex. prod ary ure t 


4 yet he had the ſatisfaction to find, that the Court, proceeding even as: it did, not only: | 


cr See 
at his future trial. He therefore did not, at the En 


foe Captain) Breretn bs. calling ocher wirteſſes. Neither was this, 
rfectly ſufficient, be only par: tht: reſerving himſelf. He was-awarei - 
that Aber ch ſpecial maner co bring forth ingridence, if the Court of 
Enquiry ſhould 20 Admiral Keppel, that there was ſuſficient foundation for a. 1 
Court Martial. knew, chat the whole ſhip! n E 
hear teſtimanty ia his ſobriety). but he foceſaw,: that alluded to, 1 
were to be inſerted| in a- charge ere ent he ans 10 hr by Coun 
Martial, he. eee eee NN of many. b n 


f ane 4 115 va tr: | l 


Et was not lek aſtoniſhed than chagrined, w ban chat che 4 
and ſo ſtrangely, was to. be called a trial. And 


him of any neglect, hut gave a hmanimous en. en en, 
. Lid 9151 


every 
—— -to n 


2 — 


5 
minating wm qe —— and have —— — ſo N 
er all ocher ſenſible and pad men h — the 


[Captain Brereton dees indeed meh, ines: allowance Me the; nibble; ahoſs 
mins might be occupied with 8 that the French fleet was very near: But | 
it is impoſſible to be believed, that e e Adair and! Allen could have 

k i being guilty; if they had been 
fitting upon this Enquiry Den re 1 


them time for cool hor wang ag 2 9 


* 
* 


vation in ah rd 2 
namely, that great pan? + 
induce certain 


e 1 


to cx 


OS ii 


ſelfcontradictory, n ſtories of Soy ny by: 
the whole, or by any other parts of the minutes, taken together lot ſeparazely;(canyior : 
eee 


2 to lay before the Fuhlic. t lad ait ann Mot eee 


But this report being nou fully refuted, and che oriqimal 
deen unanimouſly. in his favour, reſpecting un ſurmiſe 


old friend and patron, Sir: 


|  Brereton requeſted that he would apply to have him. commiſſioned as his Captain 3. 


1 75 28 he” | eee 0 


ber of it, could ſuch an from 


be tortured into a proof of -hisqintoxieagiony:« 
monies of his ſobriety at the 5 


and all othet 


dend; 


Should any member of the Court, at the moment of dtliberating have! 
that he was a judge, and have mentioned reports whicti-lie had-heard-a Plymouth, = 
or elſewhere; to influence the judgment of his aſſeſſors, it would have: been mri 
indiſpenſable duty not to have founded a ſentenc upom ſuch reports; If ang ching 
was ſuffered! to influence their micids; except whar wad! boewi ed incCaptaine 
ee ee departed from the Dach (which chey-hhd taten. This ads. 
flection is ſupported, not only by the principles univerſally adopted in the dEqud. 
miniſtration of juſtice, but —_— the ſpecial fatis of ! this!) ; which+ fully c- 
tradict the ſcandalous report of drunkenneſs, _— has. operated: fo. much. to. the- 
prejudt udice of Captain Rrereton . 31 Kat 2th han 5d 20 
entertains ani high ene e of noſt ofthe 
bers of the Court; and is very, that, if they had allowed tchumiſei- e 
a fair they would have found our'the plot.contrived: tb ruin him. He chey 
had, in ſuck a cool diſcuſſion, traced out the iniquity of the contriy ance, they ſure 
would not only have acquitted him with Honour, but would) have alſo! directed fuc 
meaſures to be taken, that r accylers might have bern broug ef. 1 ee 
mem K en if zern 1. > ONE £93338% 2vorus 8 wlicy 
He has derived great conſolation in his dll ind, eben bien many.ditieguubit i 
of and regard, | ſhewn to him by ſeveral members of that Court amen: cho: 
Enquiry; as well as from many of his brother officers. Nor has he experienced any; 
abatement in the eſteem and attention of his other friends. And from the aboveſtate· 
ment of facts, he truſts the eandid world: will:look: upon the: malevolent tt 2 that 
in the opinion of the Court he was drunk, to have been eirbulated with —.— 
view of preventing the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty frame : 
negligerice.or —— 


inion o/ the 
upon which the CN had 2 — hopes: not to. be longer: deprived. 
of that honour in rere, which, upon the whole of- his caſe, he:oay 
APPEan equitably ent! e tx mal 2d bg nad oval bluon: nraneieuntt:on 
It was very natural, and very W Capton Rrereton z0«ſtare his caſe to hi 
Rodaay a which he-dideari af claar and. f athiiul. 


all his — n pon abe ſubject. +1 
Upon the appointment of Sir George ta command the Weſt Indies, Captain | 


manner; and put into his han 


and received his anſwer in . bad 2.29 ad gend 101 


Inc no man 1 ſhout Es; ave ET her che Ukiah yOu! 
with Höpout cc. 1 Mp 
whe [Lords with; 


er yous- perionat- 
mah of oh en 2 


5 


* — 


0 


Aut iis preſumad, thete ara few memiabe nation 8 
 Rudney, reſpecting he abilities anderjts l an uſbaer will not be treated · wich thati 
conſideration, which ell wen muſt allqw it do daſer e-... „„ vd ere 


that. he bad demonſtrated che iniquity..of . condemni 


8 the proof neceſſary to demonſtrate theſe; points, 


/ 


e * C 2 CarTaiN Nuknzron IRA gas . 29 f $: 


with whom the opinion of 


N. ſum up che whole Captain Brereton is ſorry - tha bay been laid under) 


1 neceſſity of troubling the Public with this repeticion of his ſufferings. But it was 
not enough, chat he bad, in aofornmer; publi | 


en; ifhewn the: illegality:of:the- pro- 
of Auguſt, 1778, which aſſumed an 
and after haying acquitted him of all eciminal 
him from his, command: It vas not , enobghyz 
| ning: eee 
againſt which, he: had received no notice to· prepare a. defence, and 


ceedings-of. the, e on! the 25th. 
unc jelegated power co cry 1M, 


or n 


ſuggeſtions; have been indluſtriouſiy diſſeminated, n prejudice his friends, the navy, 
and the world, with an opinioncto is diſadyaniages, | * Ten ct ed a N vruyg 
to moet ſuch;calumay. with 
tian for it. is one leading obi 
hood wich minuteneſs,” would be a miſpending of time. 

„The auge G the ſubject has made it hecelffary for Captain Brereton to ſay a) 


deal of himſelf, to make a ſeries of obſervations relative to his trial by a2 
Martial in the Eaſt Indies, and to dwell upon a variety of circumſtances 


which, although trivial in- their own nature, do, upon full conſideration, afford a 
decifive commentary upon the conduct of. his perſecutors, and more eſpecially upon 
the proceedings of the late Court of Enquiry, 


is aim has been to ſhew, that even admitting the juriſdiction of that Court, and 


granting the evidence produced to have been true, there was no ground for con- 
victing him of miſbehaviour. But he has alſo ſhewn, that the Court exceeded its 
juriſdiction, that the aids of perjury were called in to prop up the accuſation, and 
that if be had much as ſuſpected the nature of the charge to be brought 
againſt him, he could have fully invalidated that contradictory evidence in every 
article, to which an improper credit was given Nor majority of the Court, whole - 
_ appear. to. have. been deeply tinged wit 
caſion, 


In ſhort, if he has we ſhewn that he was not intoxicated, . be has taken away. - 


the only. foundation upon which his inquj pretended to build an opinion, of his . 


having been in à ſituation. unbecominga 


blame, direct or oblique, has fallen 


upon any perſons, active in procuring M#@fgrace,' it is but a juſt retribution upon 


them, for which. he is not accountable ; it ariſes from the natural connection f 
every line that can 
actually ſuppreſſed 


things. He would, if poſſible, have blotted from his p 
reflect diſcredit on the members of. the Court. And he 
much important matter, from. motives of delicacy. If juſtice to himſelf had not 


required that ſome things, which he ſaw the neceſſity of treating with particular. 


4 


notice, ſhould be impartially and fully related, it was his defire to have been ſtill 


a | which was ens; * 
tirely unſupported by credible; evidence; For, beyond all this, various wicked 


- and their ſentence, taken alto-— 
r, is thereupon transformed intdaa- real. .commendation.. If, in his adducing | 
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Fe dc and e dabnay dll pochible fad - - 
the: preſant; publication. Ton trace every ſalſe - 


unjuſt prejudices upon the oo - 


4; zender, ore wiſhes that nothing written by him, which can infer | 
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| the wer of crying and -eondemb * he den dt intoxicated, the neceſſary 

| — f rom thenc is, chat he was, not In a Girumion i.uabegomi 
an officer, and not to have _—— fe, And--it * 


be an inſult to the underſtanding of his readers, to imagine it poſſible por 1 y x 
them not to:he-convinced- of bis being projectly ſaber, rn ſe. TTW 
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2 Palmer, late Parſer of ihe Dai, cos be. 


l 
1 reſs hie great great hcern and dn Genf 
I e e W bee e Jetter of the 28th; and Þ-muſt 


. 
Ys in the 


cCourſe of my life have I ever known, nor in the annals of the Navy have I ever 


- | "xead, any thing like the tranſaction of laſt week. From all Lknow, or can gueſs, 

| the whole is a matter of aſtoniſhment to me. | 
As T heard ſome flurs thrown gut againſt the ſhip, when the fleet returned, it 
' was natural for me to make ſome private enquiries in the ſhip; and I do moſt 
ſolemnly aver, I never heard the leaſt charge againſt. you, And I entirely Join 
Vith you, in thinking your treatment barbarous; nor do I know your accufers. 
Be they who they will, I hope you will be able moſt fully to clear yp the matter, 
do your own honour, and the confuſion of your enemies, Whi noſe barrery"mbR * 

" been maſked indeed. I think myſelf cularly unfortunate, in not bei 

ocular witneſs, as I think in my conſcience if I had, I might have been/of — 


ko Suppoling the charge of being diſguiſed in liquor to be true in ſome meaſure, 


the term i ſtill vague and uncertain. There are degrees in all things, and the 


n t s very-inadequate,  _ 
A at chi een Tome home Hom the eouncry; 44d Hide" inde 1 9 805 E 
muchas I cou 19 wiſh; but I beg leave to wt you; that it will ive \ 
Sued p ure to hear this matter is thoroughly cleared up to 0 your wn 2 
tion, and that of the world, And I am not without h or nf 

charge has been dictated by malice z though at che "fame Unis f 


r to any thing in your behaviour to your officers" yd 
TEA 4 ce any of f hens to hs an ill will to you, who have bella 


command with the greateſt lenity arid g 8 eu unt pat Poor 
I hope you will do me the favour to me hear fro m you) and I do 
aſſure «rn tad -agay rejoice at you I in all you wiſh, 


All 


1. 4 ; Sit, * 
Tour moſt obliged and ; 
moſt obedient Servant, 
Sunday Night, | 
zoth Auguſt 1978. | J. PALMER, 
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Copy of @ Litter from Mp. A of n. Bale, 7s Captain Brereton, 


Bond Se ſting ol rg, Wy OLDS 
I Would have wrote you e aw Wade your caſe, relative to the 

Duke, but I could not reſt till I had read it over a ſecond time; and have to 
give you my remarks u it. In the firſt place, I am of opinion that you have 
- confuted; ae ite vores Jof the cha 10 

1 cannot help obſerving, nn igh the whole'of my evidence or depo- | 


The Court take no notice that I mentioned, that when you complained of being 
feveriſh, that I brought you a ſmall pot of tamarinds, and adviſed you to uſe ſome 
of them to abate your thirſt ; and to drink now and chen a glaſs of tamarind water; 35 


| and take the febribu - powders three or four times à day, mixed in ſome of it, or 


tea... This:ought 16 have-bven inſerced,/as'T welt: remember the truth of it, ad 
that I particularly mentioned-it in Court. VoOge 2 


Allen's evidence appear to me; and muſt to every one, torally inconſiſtent— | 4 
Amiden fimili=and_. 1 really think, had the Court bur given themſelves a little prin. | 


they muſt have found it out. 


There was à triumvirate, is clear; but not one of them, though. I was * 


ſt them, ever attempted to uſe me otherwiſe than as a friend and meffinare; | 


8 | 
and yet we had dif pos I aſſure you. But I am, and ever will be, ready to ſup- 
ou, or thought you, the leaſt —_ in liquor; there - 


port, that I never 
fore, it has often ſtruck my i that when they ſaw you drink, it was 
nothing but the ſolution of tamarinds i in water, or your cooling powders mixed 


in it. 


May 
action . _ wither WA oct Sony er of 


Tour 2 and moſt obedient - 
Humble Servant. 
* Wincheſter, 
A 25th, 1779- | | N. KEN TISH. 


you ſermouhe all theſe; addevery'0ther difficulty, and ſucceſs attend — 
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and his officers, as we obſerved they paid that deference; and reſpect, 
our 
on the 
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hk Fi KITES Dean of the Offers of 6 Wer TILE. 


ig: the 8 Officers belonging to bis an bir Centaur, make 


TOY nes, e viz. 


JAT the Centaur was under the command of Admiral e in x" che moak 

of Auguſt laſt, and laid in Cauſand Bay three weeks; which time, 
we had frequent communication with the officers of the Duke; iſiting them on 
board the ſaid ſhip, and receiving viſits from them on board the Centaur; and 


ve think it. an act of juſtice to declare, that we never heard; a ſingle word from 
. any officer belonging to the Duke (or from any other perſon in the Fleet) that 
-teaxled to the moſt diſtant inſinuatien that Captain Brereton had been intoxicated 
with liquor whilſt the Britiſh fleet were in fight of the French floet: And we fur- 


declare, that we thought a perfect harmony ſubſiſted between er 3 
in 

gions could be only due to a Captain who had diſcharged, his- duty with 
op and we were all aſtoniſhed at the event of the Court Martial, holden 
25th of Auguſt, , eſpecially. as we know Captain Brereton to be an 

jr ok man, as we had the TO Aaron pages ene ann 


mand of this ſhip, three years. 
| Centaur, at Spiched, zoth March 1779. FA! 1 0 eat ö aj 


JOHN BLIGH, e 
ö Nor, AVE R; 1Third:Licutenants 
* D. HARLET. Maſter. 


„U 14 17 10 Da dee * 171 


HUNTER, Purſer. 


E. 
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N. 
ch of the oi of Me. Jobn cgi, late Beatfain of bis Majehy's Bip 


117 aypitt; late 'Boatſwain of his Magelty's hip e Dok dk hl, Fo. 
5 L about eleven o'clock at night of the twenty. fxch of 
July laſt, t Cigrain Brereron ſent for me into the ward-room, and gave me orders 
4 to get up ſome of the ſmall ſails out of t. > ſail-room, between decks, for'the 
"people to ſleep. in, as theit hammocks' were upon deck: And 1 do here 
that Captain — was ein in my 4 perfectly ſober.” I al 
declare. that Se Free Ray wen a of the 'ward-room about nine o'clotk 
the next nigh the rwenty and found me near the Marines birth, 
Where 1 —4 mg to turn the Marines upon deck who had the watch. I then 
complained to Captain Brereton, that I had received great abuſe from one of the | 
1  corporals of Marines, who ' Had + intertupted me in doing my duty.—Captiin 1 2 
© Brereton' was then in 8 inion perfectly ſober ; for having reproved the Corr- 
„and charged hi to take ſuch Hberties with me again, Captiin 
tereton, I believe, then — upon the quarter. deck: And 1 do further moſt 
— declare, that 1 never ſaw Captain Brereton intoxicated with. liquor 
_ our chaſe of the French fleet between the twenty- third and twenty-ſeyenth 
of July laſt, or at any other time whilſt I ſerved in the Duke; nor did I ever 
hear any perſon ſay he had been intoxicated with liquor, until the Court Martial 
tad been holden on board the Queen, the twenty-fifth day of Auguſt laſt; 


JC ³·Ü1 OPT ROOTe JOHN CLAYPITT.. 
_ - Sworn, at Portſmouth Common, - M 


in the county of Southamp- | | WE eng 1 


ton, this eleventh day of May, IM ; $ 
in the Year of our Lord * N . TP 


V 1779, before me 
| e a Mater kasan in Chancery. Hom. 
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opinion, as well as the reſt of the ü es AY 5 1 1 * 
ember 


| they ſer forth, that they had never ſeen or heard that he was drunk. or Af Fn 
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c Vie Ditleretion made Lueg, Williew dug laze 6 Midpigman of de 
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y... Captain: 


William Milner chink A nebeſſary bo make the 
1 ſerved on board his . Majeſty's ſhip, the s fllening, ng 


 Brereton, from the time I was turned on board ber EEG aa 
6 month of July 1 * cr. 
That during t Captgin Brereton commanded i Le bes 8 


the it abe D liquor, nor bug 2 1 er 1 ur 
t uke, that been intoxica until atter 10 35 
board the Queen, at ſea, the e er which 
geen converſed with every one of the her ON . 
ubject, who were all greatly aſtoniſhed at th at the charge, — it was im this 


When the ſhip was at Spithead in Lene 2 
up a declaration with a view to do juſtice to the wary Jon recetan, in 


uor whilſt he A the Duke 3 which was DL by A petty 2 
the quarter-deck, | | 


Auguſt g1f 1786. 1% 0 hh ** werk 
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Cepy of the Reſolutions of the Court Martial which ſat in the 2 Indies, in the Month 
of June 1758, to try Captain Brereton for a ſuppoſed Neglect of Duty, in the' En- 


gagement between the Engliſh and French Fleets, on the hs of ”__— _ Tear. 


Reſolution I. [JNanimout It appears, that ſome 5 before three 0 clock 

in the afternoon of the 29th of April laſt, when Vice Admiral 
Pocock bore down in the Yarmouth to engage- the French commandi ſhip, the 
ſhips in the rear of his Majeſty's ſquadron, under his command, were formed in a 
regular line a head,” with the ſtarboard tacks on board, . to the Ggnal 


3 | u. Unanimouſly | 


" Pp" 


then fying. 


„ ; 


K FE! ND I Xp N- 7. 


4 "rd < eee, Cumberland bore ws at the. Jame time 
* 
Gepe It appeanm. chat the Cumberland;brought vp to engagttabour 


*$- 


30 rs an; hour, afte after the Admiral, and the ſhips. in the; van, had engaged, 
"a a cable's. th, diſtance from the Yarmouth, rather to windward "our of, the 


"ax, abou pic ik bot diſtange from the enemy. 


. befland had * . , 2opgallant ang. and ſtay ſails, ſet, and that ſhe braced 
88 5 bead fails,; ſuivered her after ſails, and put: the helm aweathers and that 
th Wipes bong Jong! r teaſe of nx non Stunts, aftion as 
oon a the Ne. Thar the 3 ll 96 He £ 26 T1037 
V. Four —— Ne. T umberland cam down with a proper Gl: : 
the Ne reaſon i is, that it 4 _ he bs flew againſt her helm. 

VI. Unanimouſly. It appears, that the ſignal for battle was made on board the 
Yarmouth about three o'clock in the. afternoon of the agth of April laſt, and re- 
peated on board the Queenborough; and the ſignal for a 12 engagement about 

before, anc continued flying tiſt the French 
= broke their line and bore away. 
| II. Unanimouſly. It appears, that Captain Brereton, in the Cumberland, did 


e enemy as cloſe as the Admiral did, 
which the ſignal flying on board the and repeated by the Queenborough, | 
| directed him to do. | 


VIII. Unanimouſly. It appears, that the Cumberland, from her firſt „ 
1 VR ern, of the Yarmguth, of rathar o wiadward.of the. Jive, continued in action 


not, at any time during the dara the VEN 


er with the French Admiral's. ſecond aſtern, or the French ſhip — to her, 


until the French ſhips broke their line and bore away, except about ſix or eight 
minutes while her head was paid off; and that ſhe was nearer the enemy the latter 
part of the action than the firſt; 0 - 
IX. Unanimouſly. It appears to the Court, his Captain Brereton uſec many 
| endeavours to engage the enemy in the Cumberland, as cloſe às the Admiral did; 
but did not uſe his dtmoſt endeavours 3 for that, in order to haue wore the Cum- 
berland effectually, and to have got properly down to the enemy, when he was 
backing off to get nearer the enemy, he ſhould have ſet the fore topgallant ſail, 
. hoiſted. the fore topmaſt ſtayſail, and dropt the foreſail; which appears to have 
Proceeded from errot in zodgment oniy. Three ney the members for only 
22 n buntlines and e nee let So, two for an the whole 
* 0 
X...Unanimoully< | ner thats the Cumberland weirs very bad: is general, 
| and vorſe on the day of action than uſual, occaſioned, in the Maſter's 8 
by three boats being — lern, and that ſhe- das noc been cleaned: for near 
eee : 01775 £3, 1007; gi Mani * 39 
XI. Unenimoſlg. bores bp thi: evidence of Met: 'Bulreel; Firſt I 
tenant, Mr, Lewis, Fifth Lieutenant, and the Maſter of the Cumberland, that 


they did not perceive any marks uf fear or conſußon in Captain Brereton's 


8 bat that Abi orders he Gave, was with cofodariga,! 25 without 
Des uon gen do 1110) iT ITE enn I. 1 52 0 

XII. Upanirauſly reſolyed,.- Thar -Captain- reseten fle ae, per Ale 
WO wo ano olg! aeg I's Zulu zn bos daiohpent 0 ebe e eleventh 
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Unanimouſly... lt appears, that When the Admiral bare: away, the Cum- | 


Ld 


* 


4 * No Ir . W 6. 
„een Not” duly obſerving the orders of the Adm * 


and not uling all poſſible means to put the ſame in execution. 
e e e bett eas to the following unanimous reſolution, That 


whereas it Ut man _—_ 97 ha tain Brereton way backing to "nearer : 
the — 6 Pops fore” topgallant fail, the fore roptna 
ee, ich "might have been a poſſible means of gütig 


-- the' Admirgt's ortiers im execution, of enigagin the enemy as herr in be did [ the 
Out, 3 adjudged che 'faid Captam William Brereton to loſe one hy 


drunk dc 4 Phſt ym chat is to ſay, if he Right honotrable the Lords 
_ +\miflioncrs-of the deniralty ſhall think proper to confirm the ſaid Captain Willa 
Brereton as a Poſt Caprai tain, the ſaid confirmation ſhall be one year after the date of 


Vie Admiral Pocock, as 


s Captain of his e ſhip. 
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"May ie pleaſe your Majeſty, 3 anne ee 2 


VOUR Majeſty having been pleaſed, tp your order in Counell or tber 

-4 inſtant, to refer unto us, for our conſideration: and opinion, a copy of a me- 
morial from Captain William Brereton; ſetting forth, amongſt other things, * 
during the time he was in the Eaſt Indies, he commanded his Ma iy ſhip | 
Cumberland; and on the arrival of the French fleet, the Engli 1 * 1 
gaged, and defeated them, off Pondicherry. Some time after it was-infinuated, 

that the Cumberland had not done her duty i in the action; whereupon Admiral ä 
Pocock thought proper to order the petitioner's conduct to be enquired into at 2 | | 
Court Martial; which was held accordingly; and the Court unanimouſly | 
that the Cumberland had done her duty; \ 44, under the frivolous pretence of an 2 1 

ideal error of judgment, tbe majority of the Court found means to deprive the B18; 
8 of a year's rank in Your Majeſty's ſervice: And praying, for the rea- 

erein ſet forth, that Your Majetty: will be graciouſly ph to reſtote him | 


. . Ai enen en ; f 
We have, in . to Tour Majeſty's jane; ken the ſaid memorial PR, | 
into dur. conſideration; and do find, That, at a Court Martial held by Commo- 17 
doręe Steevens, on the 28th June, 1758, the Court were unanimouſiy of opinion, 
that Captain Brereton fell under part of, the againſt him, viz. Of not duly 8 
e the orders of the Admiral, and not g all Flite cans of Fong 2 | 
| WE | 2 
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35333 ee eee, Cn which. 
117 appeared to have proceeded from error in judgment only, and not incentionally, 
enn r of r z and. that he was eee to loſe one 
A, years rank as a ks in ingned to his good aviour in ſubſequent 
e 3» a nts between Your F Majeſty's ſhips and . thoſe of the French, in the Eaſt 
n . Indies ; and that his conduct was very commendable, both at the reduction of 
| ' "Manila, and afterwards, when the command of Your Majeſty's N devolved 

Rent on him, by the departure of Sir Samuel Corniſh from the 1 Seas ; we do 


maoſt humbly recommend him to Your Myeſty, | as an . _—_ Your 
Royal favour. | 


| ; Ae eo id pb 
#7 thts 128 2 1632 CHARLES SAUNDERS. 
| | by . Admiralty Office, / {24 | A, KEPPEL. 
3 | WD, 1796 wh F 
4 
N tt | 10 A Muy: Order in Council, F - "0 
ee NOOR + Arthe Coun at. Se, James's, the 21ſt of March, 1766. e 
| „ r, 1 
bg The nn, i nt oY 4 or 
<3 ; PTR prov reading at the Board his. dies fries che t Honourable the N 1 
ids | Lords Commiſſioners of the . mirerly + hoe the iſt of this inſtant; _ | +4 
45 His Majeſty this day took the ſaid report into conſideration; and is 1 
Fan Vieh the advice of His Privy Council, to order, as it is hereby ordered, That - + 4+ ad 
Beth: the memorialiſt be reſtored to his former rank in the navy. And the ſaick 2 al 
MPH HIP Lords Comatſicates of Rye to ae 1 Ae br 8 "Tl 
nn A 
Nei Ahh F NIS 
; 1 54 15 | Fey wh jt | b4 * 1 f * 


2 
* 

4 * 

as 2. 


* N 


* Hs 3 p "ke low tags 
ln ty 6 
= 1:5 z hit | {'F Wr 


oh 3 prone” nee: ry ; 
; ſt 3 32.32 0 " Gs 


8 8 | 


* 


3 4 Kt 


41 215 1 FT, 1 7 (32S? 


Nei 5 5 1 va * e e e Foo 


9722 


2 5 1 * | 2 5 ws DE, 2 * 3 


Ni 1 N 1s: ay" 2& 


FM 12 Al T 
Went! e as 


Ot 224 #5: ith 24 347 
Sn 


{inp 3h 


